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Abstract:

This research examines the topic: “Ambiguity and
Clarification in Jarh and Ta‘dil among Hadith Scholars and Usul
Scholars: A Comparative Study.” This issue is considered
significant due to its direct connection with the judgment on the
chain of transmission (isnad) of a narration, and consequently, the
ruling on its acceptance or rejection, as well as the implications of
whether the narration may be used as evidence or not. For this
reason, the matter has received considerable attention from both
Hadith specialists and Usul scholars, given its relevance to the
derivation of legal rulings from the Prophetic Sunnah.

The study aims to clarify the meanings of jarh (criticism) and
ta‘dil (accreditation), and the role of ambiguity and clarification
within them. It further seeks to present the opinions of Hadith
scholars and Usul scholars regarding ambiguous jarh and ta‘dil,
the ruling on accreditation given in ambiguous terms, and the
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evidences they relied upon, while identifying the strongest view
among them.

The research adopts the inductive, analytical, and
comparative methodology, as most suitable for the subject matter.

The study reached several findings, including: the distinction
between ‘“ambiguous accreditation” and ‘“‘accreditation upon
ambiguity”; that ambiguous jarh and ta‘dil are a matter of dispute
among Hadith and Usul scholars; and that the stronger opinion is
to accept them in ambiguous form if issued by a knowledgeable
authority well-versed in their causes, provided the statement of the
critic is free from even the slightest defect. Likewise, the issue of
accreditation upon ambiguity was disputed among Hadith and
Usul scholars, and the stronger view is that it is insufficient to
establish the reliability of a narrator and cannot be relied upon.
This is because accrediting a narrator’s teacher does not
necessarily imply his reliability with others, and because reports
of accreditation are akin to reports of authentication, analysis, or
rulings of permissibility and prohibition, which may differ among
scholars of religion and fairness depending on the outcomes of
their ijtihad.

The researchers recommend greater attention to Hadith-
related discussions within Usul al-Figh, and call for a dedicated
scholarly study on ambiguity and its impact on deriving legal
rulings from the Sunnah, as well as on its effect on the acceptance
or rejection of narrations.

Keywords:  Ambiguity, Usul  Scholars, Accreditation,
Clarification, Criticism, Hadith Scholars.
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