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Ibn 'Atiyya’s approach in determining generalization and
specification
Dr. Hayfaa Meq'ed Mafrah Al-Outaybi
Professor in education administration in Shaqgra governorate
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Received: 07/09/2022 Accepted: 17/10/2022

Abstract:

The matter of determining generalization and specification
has always been at the center of scholars’ and interpreters’
attention, being the most prominent of Qur’anic sciences and they
developed fundamental rules related to them that help achieve a
better understanding of Book of Almighty Allah. The problem of
research is: the differences of scholars opinions to explain qur’anic
text when it is seemingly open to both generalization and
specification. Those differences undoubtedly render any attempt
to understand Ibn Atiyya’s approach in determining generalization
and specification all the more difficult. The research aims to
elucidate Ibn Atiyya’s approach in determining generalization and
specification through an in-depth study of his opinion on such
controversial texts. Towards that end, we adopted the inductive
approach. The key conclusions of this research are: there are three
types of generalization, namely a categorically generalized text, a
generalized text that is intended to be categorically specific, and a
generalized text that is open to being specific. According to the
standards developed by Ibn Atiyya, specification may be based
upon Holy Quran or the Sunna of the prophet, generalization has
prevalence over specification, and finally the context of qur’anic
verse is the determinant of a generalization being open to
specification. In conclusion, this researcher recommends that more

WWW.UQS-YE.INfO 52022 jus (2) et (17) st



49 il 7 phe dae slad .3 (ogailly pseall (B ddac ( eie

research be conducted into the critical matter of generalization and
specification.

Keywords: Ibn Atiyya’s approach- Generalization— Specification
— Specificity- Abrogation.
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